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Board of Review Completes 2013 Appeals Session Early; 

Positioning Tax Bills to Meet Statutory Deadline for 

Third Straight Year 

Meeting statutory deadline reduces costs to local government entities 

 (Chicago)—Today, the Cook County Board of Review officially closed its 2013 Assessment Appeal 

Session.  On April 17, 2014, a week ahead of schedule, the Board of Review certified its analysis of 

appeals on more than 402,000 properties with the County Assessor.  The over 402,000 property index 

numbers (PINs) appealed was the third highest in recorded history of the Board and the highest number 

of appeals for the North triennial assessment year.  Nearly eighty-seven percent of all appeals filed at 

the Board of Review were filed online.  This is the highest percentage of online appeals processed by the 

Board in a single session since online filing was instituted in 2011.  Because of the increased volume of 

appeals, the Board of Review is in the process of re-engineering its internal workflow to make the appeal 

process more efficient, taxpayer friendly for everyday property owners, and more transparent.   

For the third year in a row, the timely close of the Board of Review positions Cook County to meet its 

statutory deadline to mail tax bills by July 1, 2014 with a payment due date of August 1, 2014.  This 

allows local school districts, libraries and other local government entities to timely receive property tax 

funding and avoid tax anticipation loans to start the school year and fund operations.  

“Residents want consistency and clarity in the property tax system.  Completing our analysis on all 

appeals by April 17 could help ensure that tax bills can be issued at the same time every year, unlike in 

prior years when a bill could be due in the summer, fall or around the holidays which disrupts household 

finances,”  said Commissioner Dan Patlak.  “Now that the County is communicating and working 

together, the tax system should be able to continue this success and meet our responsibility to the 

residents of Cook County.” 
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Any reduction in assessment granted by the Board of Review will be seen on the 2nd installment tax bills 

expected to be issued this summer.  The Board of Review will open the 2014 Appeal Session for taxpayer 

filings this summer with a preregistration period.  Residents are encouraged to check the Board of 

Review’s website at www.cookcountyboardofreview.com for updates. 

The Cook County Board of Review is a quasi-judicial independent office responsible for adjudicating 

assessment appeals for all property in Cook County.  The Board consists of three Commissioners elected 

in three distinct districts in Cook County.  In the last ten years, the Board has seen a 200% increase in 

appeals filed without a substantial increase in technology and a decrease in funding.  Please contact the 

Board of Review at (312) 603-5542 with any questions.  For more information, please go to 

www.CookCountyBoardofReview.com.  
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